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 To update you on growing body of knowledge on 

student mobility in BC available for planning 

purposes:

◦ Mobility of high school grads into post-secondary.

◦ Mobility of students among post-secondary 

institutions.

◦ Mobility of transfer students.

◦ Mobility of students at the course level.

 To show that students are moving among post-

secondary institutions in multiple directions.



 BCCAT focusing on admissions side of mandate 

since 2003, in particular on capacity, demand, and 

student mobility.

 Student Transitions Project (STP) began in 2005 as 

collaborative effort among BC’s Ministries of 

Education and Advanced Education and public post-

secondary institutions to share student data to 

answer questions on student mobility.

 BCCAT part of STP Steering Committee and much of 

Admissions Committee work melded with STP’s.



 What is the transition of graduates from the K-12 

education system into BC public post-secondary 

institutions over a multi-year period (K-12 data 

2001/02 to 2004/05 and post-secondary data 

2002/03 to 2005/06)?

 Highlights document released last week available at 

www.aved.gov.bc.ca/student_transitions/

 Updated annually (next report due at end of March). 

http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/student_transitions/
http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/student_transitions/


Transition Matrix: BC High School 
Graduates of 2001/02 to 2004/05

Post-sec Entry Year

High School 
Grad Year Data

2002/
2003   

2003/
2004

2004/
2005

2005/
2006

No 
Transition

Grand 
Total

Multi-
year 

Trans%

2001/2002 Student Count 21,217 4,577 1,979 1,110 12,292 41,175

% of HS Grad 
Class 51.53% 11.12% 4.81% 2.70% 29.85% 100.00% 70.15%

2002/2003 Student Count 21,821 4,518 1,956 13,804 42,099

% of HS Grad 
Class 0.00% 51.83% 10.73% 4.65% 32.79% 100.00% 67.21%

2003/2004 Student Count 20,436 4,262 15,744 40,442

% of HS Grad 
Class 0.00% 0.00% 50.53% 10.54% 38.93% 100.00% 61.07%

2004/2005 Student Count 21,196 20,540 41,736

% of HS Grad 
Class 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 50.79% 49.21% 100.00% 50.79%



High School 
Grad Year

Post-Secondary Entry Year

No Transition 
Yet

Total HS 
Grads

2002/2003 2003/2004 2004/2005 2005/2006

2001/2002
653

(44.0%)
201

(13.5%)
102

(6.9%)
48

(3.3%)
480

(32.3%)
1,484

2002/2003
681

(41.8%)
190

(11.7%)
111

(6.7%)
648

(39.8%)
1,630

2003/2004
739

(43.7%)
190

(11.3%)
761

(45.0%)
1,690

2004/2005
783

(40.0%)
1,173

(60.0%)
1,956

B.C. Secondary School to Post-Secondary School Transition 
Matrix – Aboriginal Students



Regional transition rates of high school graduates

College Region of High 
School

Cum 4 year 
transition rate of  
2001/02 Grads 

Cum 3 year 
transition rate of  
2002/03 Grads 

Cum 2 year 
transition rate of 
2003/04 Grads 

Transition Rate 
2004/05 Grads 
immediately after 
graduation

Vancouver/Langara 81% 81% 75% 66%

Douglas 76% 76% 68% 59%

Capilano 74% 64% 64% 53%

Kwantlen 73% 70% 65% 56%

Selkirk 71% 76% 71% 62%

Cariboo 68% 64% 59% 47%

Northwest 68% 69% 63% 57%

North Island 68% 64% 60% 44%

Camosun 67% 63% 57% 45%

Malaspina 67% 65% 60% 49%

New Caledonia 67% 64% 60% 50%

Fraser Valley 63% 60% 54% 47%

Northern Lights 62% 62% 55% 45%

College of the Rockies 58% 52% 53% 46%

Okanagan 55% 53% 47% 37%

All B.C. regions 70% 68% 62% 53%



 Once these graduating cohorts arrive at a post-

secondary institution, what happens to them?

 What is the flow among public post-secondary 

institutions in multiple directions over a multi-year 

period?

 Working paper on results up to 2005/06 available 

on STP site. 

 Update with 2006/07 data and highlights 

newsletter due this spring.



General attendance pattern by graduation cohort

HS Grad Yr

Continuously
attending 

and 
completed 
credential

Continuously 
attending: no 

credential 
completed

Persisting 
but stopped 

out

Non-
persisting: 

no 
credential 
completed

Non-
persisting: 
completed 
credential 

Did not 
attend by end 
acad yr 
2005/06 Total

2001/2002 4,071 12,255 2,405 7,788 2,364 12,292 41,175

2002/2003 2,421 17,065 1,132 6,228 1,448 13,319 41,613

2003/2004 1,789 19,069 n/a 3,345 495 14,877 39,575

2004/2005 863 20,333 n/a n/a n/a 19,162 40,358

Total 9,144 68,722 3,537 17,361 4,307 59,650 162,720



2001/02 Grads Enrolled Yr 2

Enrolled Yr 1 Institute Small College
Urban 
College

University 
College University

Institute 64% 1% 6% 3% 2%

Small College 1% 46% 4% 3% 5%

Urban College 3% 0% 67% 2% 4%

University 
College 3% 0% 4% 63% 3%

University 1% 0% 3% 1% 89%

Patterns of Student Mobility



 Which CDW institutions are the main receiving 

institutions (01/02 high school grad cohort)?

Year 1-2 Year 2-3

◦ BCIT 309 360

◦ Douglas 223 204

◦ Langara 219 191

◦ Kwantlen 164 181

◦ VCC 141 128

◦ OLA 136 149

 Other university colleges, Capilano, and Camosun

do not receive large numbers of students.



 Student transitions tend to be regional in nature.

 A secondary school graduate is more likely to enroll 

in a B.C. public post-secondary institution if she/he:

◦ attends a school in a large city;

◦ completes a graduation program that leads to 

university admission, especially if her/his 

graduating academic average is 75% or higher;

◦ speaks at home a language other than English.



 A secondary school graduate who enrolls in a B.C. 

public post-secondary institution is more likely to 

complete a post-secondary credential in four years if 

she or he:

◦ makes an immediate transition (direct entry);

◦ attends continuously; 

◦ completes a graduation program that leads to 

university admission, especially if their graduating 

academic average is 75% or higher;

◦ attends an institute.



 Retention at universities is highest in ps system. 

 Small colleges tend to keep students for shortest 

period and these students are least likely to enrol 

elsewhere in the public system.

 Many students leave institutions without completing 

credentials, sometimes moving to other institutions 

where a credential might be the goal, but in many 

cases leaving the system entirely. 

 In the study period, graduates became less likely to 

enroll in Arts and Sciences programs at the 

university colleges, colleges, and institutes. 



 What is number of potential and eligible transfer 

students in colleges, university colleges, and 

institutes in the fall of each year and the number 

that enrolled in a university in the subsequent year 

with transfer as the basis of admission?

 Potential transfer students are enrolled in or have 

completed at least one course in the Transfer Guide 

that transfers to a university.

 Eligible transfer students are enrolled in or have 

completed 24 or more credits and have a GPA of 

2.0 or greater.



Trend in Successful Transfer Students
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Calendar 2004 0 2,463 0 1,258 0 272 1,071 5,064

Calendar 2005 102 2,180 92 1,214 0 362 1,486 5,436

Calendar 2006 0 1,944 133 1,249 226 294 1,365 5,211

Calendar 2007 (est.) 0 1,867 128 1,199 217 282 1,311 5,003
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SFU TRU UBC UBCO UNBC UVIC

Total - BC

University

Fall 2005 CDW Students 1681 71 1055 170 215 1080 4272

One Year Stop Outs 
(Winter, Spring, Fall 2004)

182 37 126 32 49 198 624

Two Year Stop Outs 
(Winter, Spring, Fall 2003)

48 6 36 14 14 39 157

More than Two Year Stop Outs 33 19 32 10 16 48 158

Total 1944 133 1249 226 294 1365 5211

S
ta

tu
s

2006 Successful Transfer Students Based on 
Last Known Sending Term/Year



 59,208 potential transfer students in Fall 2005.

◦ 4,272 transferred to a university with transfer as 

basis of admission in 2006.

◦ 2,813 enrolled in another CDW institution in 

2006. 

 Top receiving institutions for potential transfer 

students:

◦ BCIT, Kwantlen, Douglas, Langara, VCC, UCFV, and 

Malaspina in that order. 
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 The purpose of this BCCAT study:

◦ to analyze the number of course transitions made 

by students between CDW institutions

◦ to help inform BCCAT and institutions regarding 

whether the BC Transfer Guide should be 

expanded to include some of the colleges and 

institutes as receiving institutions. 

 2004 to 2006 data.

 Report and newsletter to be completed this spring.



 Vast majority of courses moved had very few 

students moving the course. 

 Small number of registrants per moved course 

would not provide evidence of need to move away 

from case-by-case transfer.

 Most students were in liberal arts and sciences 

programs. 

 Top courses moved between institutions were 

business related courses.

 “Restricted enrolment” data set was created where 

course registrants were 15 or more.



 The largest amount of course movement was 

between Lower Mainland institutions.

 Largest “receivers” are JI, BCIT, OKAN

◦ JI and OKAN are special cases (each institution 

understands its own data and business case).

 Next largest are Langara, Douglas, VCC, Kwantlen

◦ KUC already receiving institution

 Pipeline issue: Are there too few students to make it 

worth building a pipeline, or if you build the pipeline 

will it result in more students coming?



 We know far more about student mobility from 

many different perspectives than we did a few years 

ago.

 This information is available to your Registrars and 

Institutional Researchers to assist in enrolment 

planning.

 STP’s plan is to make this data available in a timely 

manner and on an annual basis so that institutions 

can rely on it for planning purposes.

 Students are moving among institutions in large 

numbers and in multiple directions.



Trends - Potential Transfer Students (Headcount)

FALL TERM ENROLLED
2006-07 % 

change

SENDING INSTITUTION 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Special Purpose institutions

Total 2,270 5,307 4,996 4,142 4,895 18.2%

Total without OLA 262 3,509 3,398 3,049 3,932 29.0%

Northern Region

Total 2,987 2,793 2,519 2,267 2,194 -3.2%

Interior Region

Total 10,701 10,781 8,095 8,439 8,796 4.2%

Vancouver Region

Total 21,135 20,341 19,124 19,337 19,083 -1.3%

Fraser Valley Region

Total 13,737 14,300 14,408 14,711 14,538 -1.2%

Vancouver Island Region

Total 10,611 10,149 10,066 9,598 9,966 3.8%

Grand Total 61,441 63,671 59,208 58,494 59,472 1.7%

Grand Total Without 
BCIT2 61,441 60,519 56,145 55,656 55,753 0.2%



Trends - Eligible Transfer Students (Headcount)

FALL TERM ENROLLED
2006-07 % 

change

SENDING INSTITUTION 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Special Purpose Institutions

Total 410 1,237 1,245 954 1,335 39.9%

Total without OLA 43 839 856 692 1,100 59.0%

Northern Region

Total 787 764 780 663 644 -2.9%

Interior Region

Total 4,001 4,323 2,812 3,215 3,334 3.7%

Vancouver Region

Total 8,307 8,676 8,167 7,835 7,800 -0.4%

Fraser Valley Region

Total 5,774 6,194 6,449 5,924 6,155 3.9%

Vancouver Island Region

Total 4,227 4,106 3,972 3,823 3,782 -1.1%

Grand Total 23,506 25,300 23,425 22,414 23,050 2.8%

Grand Total Without BCIT2 23,506 24,545 22,701 21,797 22,040 1.1%


