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Annual fund provided by Ministry of 

Advanced Education

Issued via Request For Proposals (RFP) 

to public post secondary

Five rounds 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 

- $6.25 million investment 

Online programs, courses, virtual labs, 

learning objects & technologies - Pro-D, 

co-created content

Inter-institutional collaboration & 

partnerships

Online Program Development Fund

Open Strategy #1
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Intellectual Property held by 

developers – institution or faculty

Choice of copyright & distribution 

via Creative Commons or BC 

Commons

BC Commons a regional consortia 

derivative of Creative Commons 

Establishes upfront system for 

Open Source like sharing, reuse, 

modification and distribution

Open Licenses

Open Strategy #2
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Open Sharing Model

Intellectual Property held by developers – institution or faculty

Copyright & distribution via Creative Commons or BC Commons

BC Commons a regional consortia derivative of Creative 

Commons 

Establishes upfront system for Open Source like sharing, reuse, 

modification and distribution 

Provides means for continuous improvement of online learning 

resources by professional peers
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Commercial repository software from 

The Learning Edge in Australia

Deployed by BCcampus in Nov 2005

All resources produced through OPDF 

uploaded to SOL*R 

600+ resources already uploaded –

courses and course components, 

approx 50% of OPDF grants

700+ BC educators with validated 

accounts

SOL*R

Open Strategy #3
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http://solr.bccampus.ca

Have a look…

http://solr.bccampus.ca/
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OPDF Summary - First 4 Rounds

306 proposals seeking  over $20 million in funding

60-70% collaborative inter-institutional project proposals

External partners e-learning private sector companies, non-profit 
organizations, hospitals, associations, First Nations, …

Award done by evaluation committee of 8 peers from system

80 proposals awarded grants totaling $5 million 

All public post-secondary institutions received grants

261 courses, 44 course modules, 150 learning objects, 18 virtual 
labs & tools
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Received 40 proposals

24 of BC’s 25 public post secondary’s participated 

87% of the proposals involve partnerships

Proposals are seeking over $2.9 million dollars (750K available)

Proposals (27) in the courses and co-created content area are 

seeking $1.95 million

Proposals (15) in the pro-d area are seeking $950,000

11 proposals selected for award by evaluation committee

2007 OPDF Proposals
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Online Communities

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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Dare2BDigital
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Dare2BDigital

A BC public post-secondary educational technology online 
showcase that highlights:

Institutional or inter-institutional programs or courses representative 
of what is happening across BC public post-secondary institutions

What really good educational technology supported 
courses/programs look like

People who are using educational technology and their success 
stories

Processes and methods of development and implementation, and

The modeling of, and uses for, new technologies
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A virtual “Open House”

Reality TV & social network format

Student teams

Faculty experts & panel of judges

Public audience

Weekly challenges 

Prizes & sponsors

A showcase for all Institutions

Dare2BDigital

http://www.dare2bdigital.ca

Season One live online from

Feb. 4 - Mar. 17, 2008

http://www.dare2bdigital.ca

